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Musings on the network camp at 
Drakensville

What did I hear at Drakensville?
Step up to the plate …. and fly with me.
At the camp last year, the feeling was that the Lord 
said, “Step up to the plate”. This year it was as if we 
had taken up positions “at the plate” and he said, 
“Now run with me”; or rather, “fly with me” if we 
can use Cicely's metaphor of the flying geese.  Geese 
in flying formation can fly seventy one percent 
further than any other flock of birds because they use 
each other's slip stream. The leader takes the brunt of 
the wind resistance and the others enjoy a 
progressive rest in the wake of the one ahead of him. 
The leader stays in front for only a couple of minutes 
and then goes right to the back to rest. They need 
such a system because they are going somewhere. 
They are on a journey. 
They have a destination, and an ability to reach it 
that is programmed into them as part of their DNA. 
It is not a journey forced on them by some outward 
pressure – they fly because that is what they do best. 
Sparrows don't need formation flying because they 
are not going anywhere. You don't need to remain in 
another bird's slipstream if the only flying you do is 
from food to roof and back to food.  Not that there is 
something wrong with sparrows or that flying in 
formation is the thing all of us should do! There are 
times when we do fly from roof to food and back and 
there are times when something in us rises up and we 
feel we are ready for a journey. It is like the call of 
the wild.
The geese have in their bodies everything they need 
for this journey. The stirring is there, the muscles, the 
wings, the heart; the caring for each other is built 
into their cells. When one of them cannot continue, 
two other birds leave the formation with him and 
stay with him until he is rested enough to continue. 
They did not learn this from 'Discipleship 101' or by 

going to some church service or a camp. They did not 
have to read books on 'compassion' or 'flying in 
formation'. They have it programmed into their very 
being and they just do what is natural. They just let 
the goose in them go into action and they fly.
Who are we really?
Just like the geese we are the containers of something 
that is bigger than us. When Jesus says, 'Come fly 
with me', then he knows that we are able to respond. 
When he calls us to a higher level of spiritual living 
then he knows that we have been given all things we 
need to join him. We are prepared and capable 
because Jesus is our ability, our knowledge, our 
compassion, our faith, our wisdom, our joy, our hope 
and our healing. His DNA had been built into the 
nuclei of our cells. 
When our bodies are exposed to a virus, the DNA of 
the intruder takes over the replicating DNA of the 
cells of the host and from then on the host cells 
produce viruses. Those viruses enter other cells and 
the process is multiplied. The function of the cells is 
disturbed and they become dangerous to the host.  
The bad cells have the potential to take over the 
function of organs and destroy them and through that 
destroy the body. 
The process is positive if Jesus is the 'virus'. If the 
DNA of Jesus is built into our nuclei then our very 
cells begin to produce his life and if the process is 
allowed to continue for long enough, our physical 
existence is taken over.  We find love, faith, wisdom 
and compassion in us that come from the DNA of 
Jesus, not from our 'normal' self.  This is such a 
gradual process that we become geese without being 
aware of it. One day we find out that we can fly and 
that we have a desire to fly in formation and to stay 
on the tail feathers of the bird just ahead of us. 
The desire to take leadership and also to let go, the 
desire to forgive, to love,  to introduce people to the 
love of God, to prophesy, to pastor, to plant and to 
care for others is built in and as we fly we realize – I 
could never have done this before – definitely not 
voluntarily. I tried to do it because that was the thing 
I was told Jesus would have done but I failed. Now I 
can suddenly do it and I don't need laws, motivational 
speakers, programs and driving leaders to get me to 
do it anymore. I don't have to read the manual 
because the ability is built in and I am doing what I 



should do without stress or struggle. Something is 
flowing from me and I can only look on and marvel. I 
am free to fly!
An open door that has to be unlocked.
We heard from the Holy Spirit that there is an open 
door before us and the keys are on our shoulders. 
There is authority in us to open this door that Jesus 
has set before us. In the same way as we had the 
authority to step up to the plate during this past year, 
so we have the authority to take the keys and unlock 
this already open door. The key is the prayer of faith. 
It is in our mouths, on our lips. He has unlocked the 
potential of our tongues and has given us the power to 
create with him in prayer and intercession. We can 
prophesy to the door with his authority. The door 
leads into the flight. We are called to abandon 
ourselves and fly with Jesus and with each other in 
formation. The blockage of our human flesh is set 
before us to unlock. If we would just speak out in 
faith, we could join the flight. 
Love, the air under our wings.
For the geese, air gives the lift under their wings and 
the ability to fly. No air, no flying. For us love is the 
air under our wings. Immersed in the love of Jesus, 
we find the faith to trust the voice that calls us to the 
journey.  Without believing his love we are not able to 
open our wings and trust the power of thrust and lift 
that is produced by the air around us. The risk is just 
too great. Knowing his love destroys the boundaries 
of fear.  We need to ask for a revelation of that love if 
we want to continue flying – we need to ask and keep 
on asking as if we are convinced that there is no other 
hope for us.  This is the one prayer the enemy wants 
to silence because the progressive knowledge of the 
love of Jesus is like the air under our wings – it gives 
us the trust to take the first flap and the freedom to 
catch the thermals and soar.

Faith opens our eyes.
Like Abraham and Moses and Jesus we have been 
called on a mission. And as God did for them, so 
Jesus has empowered us with everything we need to 
fulfill the mission. They have all been called to leave 
the familiar and to travel towards an unknown 
destination. The decision is ours, the empowering is 
his. We are not sparrows going from rooftop 
experiences of spiritual highs to feeding frenzies - we 
are geese, flying in formation with one another and 
following Jesus because we can do nothing else. All 
we need to do is believe.  Faith is the key. Not our 
faith, but the faith that has been built into our cells – 
the faith of Jesus. We just need to take his faith, 
unlock the blockage of our own ability and enter into 
the flight. Not only flying when we are in the 
'anointing' or feeling blessed but all the time – 
through the valleys, over the hilltop experiences, into 
the mundane planes of everyday life. Jesus is 
everywhere, he is in us and he wants to be our life – 
always. 
Faith does not create the unseen, faith makes it 
visible. It is through our faith that we become aware 
of what is already in existence – it is through faith 
that the unseen reality becomes ours. We see the love 
around us by faith and we flap our wings; we see our 
own potential to fly by the eye of faith and we step 
through the door. As Oswald Chambers said, “I am 
not saved by believing – I simply realize I am saved 
by believing.”  We CAN fly, it is not by believing that 
we GET the ability, we have it and we believe and fly. 
Faith brings the realization that we are geese, not 
sparrows and that we are loved enough to lift our 
wings and feel the power of the love of Jesus lift us 
out of the things that are seen into the excitement and 
wonder of his purpose. For this faith we need to ask.
The door is already open …

I'm looking forward to 2009. I believe it's 
going to be an important year for the 
church of Jesus Christ.

In August, I was privileged to be one of 
the speakers at a conference for 
Christians who gather outside the 
institutional church. Some of the other 
speakers were Tony & Felicity Dale, Paul 
Young, Wolfgang Simpson, John White, 
and Jon Zens.

In one of the leadership sessions, I gave 
a very short talk in which I stated that 
I'm not someone who goes around 
saying that there's a new move of God 
happening in our day. In fact, for the last 
two years I've heard many others say 
this, but I've suspended judgment. I then 
announced that I'm now forced to say 
that I am convinced that we are in the 
beginnings of a new move of God.

The Current Move of God: 8 Characteristics
By Frank Viola



Please note that I believe that God is up to 
many things. And He's using all sorts of 
movements, “conversations,” etc. In 
various ways to bring His people to His 
final and ultimate goal.

In this article, however, I'll be focusing on 
one particular move of God that has taken 
place in two different phases, or currents, 
thus far. Both of these currents have 
occurred outside the organized church in 
the West.

The first current occurred in the late 60s 
and early 70s. By 1979, it had all but died.

The second current began in the late 80s 
and early 90s.

This brings me to the reason why I'm 
excited about 2009.

It's because we are just now beginning to 
see a third current of God's move in the 
United States (and other Western 
countries) where Christians are leaving the 
institutional church structure (in record 
numbers) and discovering the living, 
breathing, headship of Jesus Christ in an 
organic, collective way without a clergy.

The landscape is changing rapidly. God is 
raising up new voices and new expressions 
of the church which look very different 
from the traditional expression.

According to my travels, my observations, 
and my correspondence, eight main 
features appear to be marking this third 
current. They are as follows:

1) A genuine revelation and experience of 
an indwelling Lord. Many Christians are 
being awakened to the fact that Jesus 
Christ dwells inside of them, and that He 
seeks to be everything to them. Some 
movements today emphasis the historical 
Jesus and seek to provoke Christians to try 
to imitate the Jesus of history. But in this 
third current, God's people are discovering 
that the historical Jesus has taken up 
residence within them. He is resurrected, 

glorified, enthroned and has become a life-
giving Spirit. Consequently, we can 
actually live by His indwelling life. Not as a 
theory, a doctrine, a positional truth, but as 
a reality.

2) A recapturing of a spiritual vocabulary 
to reflect a unique experience. Ephesians 
Chapters 1-3 are littered with a vocabulary 
that few Christians use today. This 
vocabulary emanates from a mind. And 
that mind is characterized by the capacity 
to see the unseen and to declare as present 
fact heavenly realities that exist outside the 
constraints of created time. Realities that 
are not just doctrinal or theological, but 
experiential. This vocabulary is being 
restored in this third current.

3) Meeting together for a very high and 
noble purpose. That purpose is to display 
the living Christ who indwells the church. 
The third current is being marked by 
church gatherings not as services, not as 
platforms for sermonizing, not as pastor-
led or priest-led orders of worship, not as 
Bible studies, and not as liturgies but to 
make visible a living Christ by His every-
member functioning Body where 
principalities and powers are put to shame. 
This aspect of church meetings, where 
every member is participating under the 
headship of Christ, is little understood 
today. But it's beginning to gain traction in 
this new current.

4) An incredible Christ-centeredness in the 
thinking, life and vocabulary of God's 
people. This new current is marked by the 
centrality of Christ. Jesus Christ is being 
put in His place. He is being given His 
rightful position of centrality, supremacy, 
and preeminence. 

This Christ-centeredness is being reflected 
in conversation. (That's how the first 
believers got the name “Christian,” by the 
way. They were always speaking about 
Christ. ) This  Christ-centeredness is being 



reflected in songs. This Christ-
centeredness is being reflected in 
ministry. 

Our message is Christ. It's not about how 
to be a better person, how to serve God 
more, how to do better and be good. It's 
instead marked by a revelation of the Lord 
Jesus Christ along with practical help on 
how to know Him deeply. Out of that 
flows everything else, including the 
church's mission.

5) An experience of close-knit community. 
This is becoming an experience, rather 
than a buzzword. Believers who know 
church as community do not think merely 
as individuals. They do not think in terms 
of “me” or “I.” Instead, they think and live 
in terms of “we” and “us.” To their minds, 
there is no disconnect between getting 
saved and being part of the community of 
believers. This element is a restoration of 
the New Testament Christian mindset.

If you were a pagan in the first century, 
you knew that becoming a Christian 
meant being initiated into a shared-life 
community. It meant losing your raw 
individualism and your rugged 
independence. It meant becoming part of 
the people of God. Not as an abstract 
doctrine, but as a way of life. You became 
part of something larger than yourselfa 
new culture in which you lived your life. 
For that reason, the early Christian 
movement was called “the Way” (Acts 
19:9, 23; 24:14, 22). It wasn't a belief 
system; it was a way of life.

Let's face it. Western Christians have 
inherited an individualistic Christianity 
with an individualistic salvation and an 
individualistic walk with God. A Christian 
publisher recently told me that there are 
about 45,000 evangelical Christian titles 
in print and about 5,000 that are 
published every year. 95% or more of 
those books are addressed to you as an 
individual Christian. And the underlining 

point of those books is what you must do as 
an individual to be a better Christian.

But there is no such concept in the mind of 
God. Christianity has always been a 
corporate experience and a corporate 
reality. The individual Christian mind was 
born during the Reformation, driven into 
the ground during the Enlightenment, and 
set in concrete for the last several hundred 
years. But the New Testament knows no 
such mindset. This, I believe, is an 
important recovery.

6) An understanding of the reality of being 
“in Christ.” Like the early Christians, those 
in this third current are being pulled loose 
from a “works” mentality, liberated from a 
guilt complex, and set free from a sense of 
religious duty. 

If you open up the New Testament letters, 
you will find that Paul always addresses the 
churches he planted (despite what they 
were going through) with the arresting 
phrase “holy ones.” He saw them holy “in 
Christ.” And the recipients of Paul's letters 
clearly understood what Paul was saying, 
because he didn't give much explanation 
for it.

I want to give you a testimony of how this 
mindset is being recaptured in this new 
current. Not long ago, a sister in a Christ-
centered organic church stood up in a 
meeting and gave a testimony. She said,

“I have been raised a Christian since I was 
a child. I've been meeting with you all for 
about a year now. I was listening to the 
Christian radio, as I sometimes do, and a 
song came on. The singer was singing 
about how unworthy she was and how she 
needed to try harder to please God. She 
sang that her righteousness was as filthy 
rags, and she needed to improve her 
spiritual walk. I paused and suddenly 
realized that I couldn't relate to that song 
anymore. I couldn't relate to it because I've 
been given new eyes to see myself in Christ. 



For many years I struggled with a sense of 
unworthiness, guilt, and condemnation. 
But that's all gone now. I don't have it 
anymore, and I feel so free in the Lord's 
love.”

When she shared this testimony, the room 
erupted and others began to testify along 
the same lines. It was an awesome 
experience. I believe this sister had laid 
hold of the same spiritual reality that the 
first Christians had laid hold of.

To add another illustration, a few years ago 
one organic church did an interesting 
experiment. They broke up into pairs and 
visited the various institutional churches in 
town for two solid weeks. And they decided 
to analyze the sermons they heard.

When they came back to report, they made 
this striking observation: every sermon 
they heard had the same essential message. 
It was this: “What you are doing isn't 
enough to please God. You need to do more 
than you're doing. You need to read your 
Bible more, pray more, help people more, 
come to church more, etc. You need to do 
better than the best you can do.”

This is the script upon which most 
contemporary sermons are built. It is a 
gospel of dutypure and simple.

Interestingly, it was observed that these 
same churches give a very different 
message to the non-Christian. It sounds 
like this: “God loves you the way you are. It 
doesn't matter what you've done, His love is 
unconditional. Jesus died for you because 
He loves you without condition. You can't 
please God. Your good works are as filthy 
rags. But God will receive you as perfect if 
you come to Christ. So receive Him today.”

Ah . . . but once those same people receive 
Christ and “get saved,” the “bait and 
switch” gospel kicks in with a passion. 
Here's what it sounds like:

“Now that you're a Christian, here's what 
you must do to please God. You must try 

harder, you must do more, you must 
work harder, God won't be pleased with 
you if you don't do such and such, etc.”

A question that every Christian should 
ask when listening to a sermon or a 
message is this: “Am I hearing about the 
glories of Jesus Christ or am I being told 
what to do to be a better Christian?” The 
latter is a duty-based gospel  it's legalism 
in one form or another. It's eating from 
the wrong tree. The tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil is the luring 
counterfeit for the tree of life. Note that 
the forbidden tree contains the 
knowledge of good.

According to the New Testament, good 
works are like fruit that falls off of a tree 
spontaneously as the result of life. In the 
same way, Christians naturally walk in 
good works with others as they learn to 
live by God's life.

In this connection, I have lost count of 
the letters I've received from pastors 
(some of whom are part of “cutting edge” 
movements) who confessed, “My gospel 
isn't working. For so long I have been 
serving the god of serving God, and I 
admit now that I really don't know Him 
nor do I know His love and acceptance in 
a genuine way.”

A large number of these men have also 
expressed the fact that burned out with 
respect to ministry and confessed that 
they had come to the shocking 
realization that they were serving God in 
their own strength instead of by His life.

You and I cannot live the Christian life 
by ourselves. You can I cannot serve God 
in ourselves. Theological knowledge, 
doctrinal precision, and the intent to do 
good and help others is no substitute for 
living by Jesus Christ. Being a Christian 
is territory staked out only by Divinity. 
Only Christ lives the Christian life (John 
15:5; Gal. 2:20). We learn to live by 



Christ and we learn to serve God together 
in community, not as an isolated Christian. 
This experience is beginning to take root 
among a growing number of Christians 
today.

7) A rediscovery of God's eternal purpose. 
It appears that the eternal purpose of God 
is the governing vision of this third 
current. I won't unravel that statement 
here (as I've spoken on it extensively 
elsewhere), except to say that this is 
probably one of the most exciting aspects 
of what's beginning today, for me at least. 
The eternal purpose is deeply bound up 
with an experiential understanding of the 
Trinity (the fellowship of the Godhead) 
and its relationship to the Christian life, 
the expression of the church, church 
planting and mission. 

8) An inclusive, open spirit to all of God's 
people. Unlike so many past movements, 
this third current is marked by an open 
attitude toward all of God's people. It 
rejects and even hates an exclusive, 

sectarian, elitist attitude and posture. 
While it has its own unique 
distinctiveness, it embraces and receives 
all whom God has received. Neither is this 
movement built around a human 
personality. While God is using a number 
of people to influence it, no human being 
is taking the center of attention. Those 
who are influencing it the most are 
pointing to the Lord Jesus Christ rather 
than to themselves. 

In conclusion, we are only in the 
beginning stages of this third current. So 
there's not a whole lot that's established 
yet. The baby is breaking open the womb. 
But through her birth, we are seeing a 
recovery of what's been lost and a 
discarding of what's been picked up over 
the centuries.

As we approach 2009, pray with me that 
the Lord will gain much more for Himself 
with respect to these eight 
characteristicsall of which tell us 
something about one of the ways in which 
the Spirit is blowing today.

I believe that the core temptation and 
subsequent damage done to man through the 

deception and work of the devil is the 
destruction of his identity.

For God knows that in the day you eat of it 
your eyes will be opened, and you will be like 
God… (Gen 3:5) 

Satan deceived Adam into exchanging his 
identity as a son of God for an alternative 
identity: to be like God. So what is it that God 
had that Adam did not have? 

Well, before we get there let's first look at what 
Adam already had. Adam as a son of God was 
relationally bound into family. He was a son 
and also a steward of God's property. He lived 
off inheritance and had responsibilities to 
oversee the earth. He was given a mandate to 
fulfill and in doing so bring glory to his Father. 

Now, what did Adam not have which tempted 

him into being like God? Adam was not 
afforded to be the creator of his own destiny. 
Neither did he have control over his life, 
purpose and dreams. Also there was certain 
knowledge hidden from him, which he felt 
could lead to the unlocking of God's secret to 
power and authority. 

I would like to highlight 3 key issues here: 
Control, destiny and knowledge. Adam 
desired to gain control of his own world. 
Through this control he would be able to 
'imagine his own world', 'map his own path' 
and then 'do things his own way'. In other 
words Adam could become the master of his 
own destiny. Yet, for him to achieve this he 
required information of the unknown and 
thus the quest for knowledge began. 
Knowledge would give him the power to 
gain control and pursue his own destiny. 

The battle for identity
Johan Boot



Thus Adam desired to be 'upgraded' from a son 
in God's family, to become the creator of his 
own destiny. In this Adam followed in Satan's 
footsteps and thus became bound by the same 
sin and realm of darkness reserved for the 
devil. He ended as a son of evil and a slave to 
sin. Man's identity, male and female created in 
God's image, was thus destroyed and Satan's 
goal to distort the image of God in the universe 
was achieved. The fatal blow to Adam was that 
his identity, rooted in the image of God, was 
altered forever. He ended as a slave. Yet, to this 
day Satan still deceives man through the 
illusion of freedom offered through control, 
destiny and knowledge.  

Jesus was sent as the second Adam to restore 
the image of God in the universe. As the image 
of God was given to mankind, Jesus had to 
become a man in order to reclaim it. Sin was 
the obvious stronghold holding man captive 
and thus Jesus destroyed its power and paid the 
ransom in full with His own life and blood. Yet, 
the ultimate liberty purchased by Christ was 
not only the forgiveness and redemption from 
sin, but the restoration of man's identity and 
place in the family of God. 

Whereas forgiveness and the redemption from 
sin is a free gift of grace received through faith 
in Christ, the inner journey of discovering and 
choosing to be a 'son in the house' instead of a 
self-centered pursuer of vain imaginations can 
take a lifetime. 

Who am I? 

I truly believe that to the extent that an 
individual is able to answer this question in his 
inner being he is able to overcome in this world 
and therefore help others along this journey. 
This is a very personal journey that each and 
every individual has to make on their own. This 
does not however mean that they should be 
alone. On this journey we can and should help 
one another, yet each and every individual son 
and daughter of God has to reach Father's 
house in their own personal capacity and way.

I was first confronted with the question of 
'dying to self' in 1989. Through a very personal 
and difficult journey (it always is) I discovered 
that 'surrendering to God' opened the path of 

'dying to my own way', in order for me to 
then follow Him along His way. This 
particular journey has shaped and transformed 
my life for the past 20 years. 

At first I experienced 'dying to self' as a battle 
for life. It involved the exchanging of my will 
for His will, with the result that I experienced 
my life 'slipping away' and His 'life becoming 
increasingly prominent'. This can be a 
terrifying experience since one looses what is 
closest to you – your self-will. Although I 
increasing became convinced that all of this 
was a work of the Lord, I did not at first 
understand His reasoning. Due to the 
experience of an increase in His life (light, 
holiness, love), I gathered that His reasoning 
was to restore His life in me. This is of course 
true, but the foundational understanding for 
this process I have only come to realize 
during the last couple of years. 

Father is fundamentally restoring us as sons 
and daughters in His family. At the core of 
this restoration is our identity. This restoration 
involves the following aspects:

We cannot effectively live the Christian life 
outside a relationship with God. Both Jesus 
and Adam had a conversational relationship 
with Father which involved their daily 
activities, choices and journey.

· This relationship is defined both in a 
family and a kingdom context. God is 
our Father and Jesus our Friend and 
Brother. The church is a community of 
family members – brothers and sisters 
in the household of God. Yet, God is 
also Creator, Judge and Ruler, whereas 
Jesus is both Saviour, Lord and King. 
This places us also in a kingdom 
context of laws, authority, power and 
influence.

· Our restored identity may only be 
defined by our Father – not ourselves. 
He chooses to call us 'His sons and 
daughters'. Today He calls us to 'see' 
ourselves in the same terms.  

To follow the abovementioned to its full 
conclusion I have come to the following 
understanding: 



Following (my-)self instead of the Spirit leads 
to a breakdown of my conversational 
relationship with God and a decrease in His 
life in a similar way it did with Adam. And 
thus whenever I experience a strain in my 
conversational relationship with God, I check 
whether I have been following my own way 
instead of the path of the Lord (following the 
Spirit). 

Following (my-)self leaves me isolated. 
Although it affords me ultimate personal 
control, it also leads to loneliness, depression 
and competitiveness. Humility and the 
acknowledgment and honouring of my wife, 
children, brothers and sisters leads to 
interdependence and the decrease of personal 
control. Contrary to self's logic this leads to 
healing, joy and peace. Why? Because we 
were designed by God to be like Him – living 
in community. 

Any attempt at giving one an alternative 
identity other than that of a son of our Father 
must be resisted. Denominations give people 
alternative identities through their names, and 
the titles, robes and positions they have on 
offer. Certain events in life such as success or 
failure, personal sin, financial status, 
upbringing or racial and culture heritage also 
attempts to shapes our identity. All of these 
'shapers of identity' have to be rejected and 
laid aside in order to come to the fullness that 
Father has destined us to be.

This is not an issue of 'good versus evil' or 
'right and wrong'. It is therefore also not an 
issue of law or works. Instead, restoration of 
my identity is completely rooted in grace! To 
us who 'see', the grace has been granted to live 
in a fuller dimension of liberty, life and 
relationship. Others who do not yet see and 
embrace this identity in Christ will by 
necessity grasp at different things to 'make 
sense of themselves' in their endeavor to find 
their 'lost' identity. 

Love is the key 

I am convinced that only God's love can 
effectively liberate and empower a person to 
press through on the journey of exchanging a 
self-pursuing-life for a life lived in the 

containment of the Lord's path, will and life. 

The choice of the narrow path, which is 
difficult, is the choice of exchanging my life 
in His love. When I am confronted with the 
choice between life and death, wisdom will 
dictate that I hopefully choose life. Yet, when 
I am confronted with the choice of loving 
Him versus loving what I already love 
(without death or destruction being an 
obvious consequence), I will only choose His 
way if I personally love Him above what I 
already love. This is a hard choice, yet one 
that can be overcome when we experience 
His love. This is also a journey of faith in 
allowing the Lord to heal our pain, 
disappointments and brokenness through His 
love. We sometimes hold on to these wounds 
as reasons (weapons) to justify our behaviour. 
All these need to be surrendered to the Lord 
and exchanged for His love in order to be 
made whole. 

Being taught 'who we are in Christ', is not 
sufficient in my opinion. Most of these 
teachings are presented and applied as 
knowledge to sugar-coat self and are used as 
keys to unlock blessings and prosperity 
(exactly what Adam did). No, unless we 
understand and embrace Father's restoration 
as a relational reunion, which is fully based in 
love and experienced on a heart level (self), 
all our knowledge regarding 'who we are in 
Christ' are mostly mere additives to probably 
already toxic potion of self-indulgence. 

To this purpose I believe that we must 
faithfully pray for the revelation of Father's 
love for our families, friends and 
communities. Jesus came to demonstrate this 
love and purchased our liberty along the way. 
We as His followers are also to continue 
along this path as witnesses to a broken 
world.  

Through our love for God and one another, 
we are both the testimony and hope for a 
dying and lost world. We are also to serve as 
a compass to the church at large who are 
mostly still running themselves to exhaustion 
along the never-ending path in pursuit of 
self's significance and identity (in His 
Name!).
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